DATE:December 9, 2014

FROM:

Jorge & Monica Luzarraga
Kimberly Feldman
Ileana Fernandez

Kristen Guess
Lili Hardie

Pablo A Hernandez & Claudia Canella Hernandez

Dwight & Naysbeli Hewett
Jose Mendez

Helen White

Terry & Cathy White

Eva

TO:Education Advisory Committee
RE:KBCS Bilingual Program

To begin, we would like to thank EAC for adding the Extended Foreign Language Program to their agenda as
we believe it is sets Key Biscayne Community School apart from many other public schools and is a very
educational program at the school. All of us named above have at least one child enrolled in EFL this year.
Although not all of us are having the same experience, we all have our concerns and/or questions about the
program.

Most of our children are currently in Second Grade and have been in the EFL for two years now. Throughout
Kindergarten and First Grade, their knowledge of the Spanish language grew and they were thriving in the
program. Unfortunately, this year is a different story! Most of our children are frustrated and struggling. These
are some points that we have found:

« the difficulty level of this year’s curriculum increased drastically from the past 2 years

« the curriculum should include challenging vocabulary as well as the basics (el, la, estoy, conjugating

verbs, etc)

* the tests seem to be geared to children fluent in Spanish

« if the children don’t understand the words they are reading and the questions/directions being asked on a
test, they can’t be expected to perform well

« from our understanding, the children who are withdrawing from the program are those that are non-Spanish
speakers

« an option can be to look into how other schools with language programs (like Coral Way Elementary School,
Sunset Elementary School) help those not fluent in the language

We believe the teachers are doing a great job and greatly appreciate all the work they do for our children and
the love they show them. The root of the frustration is what needs to be found and addressed. We are trying to
see how all children can succeed in this wonderful program and believe EAC can help us.



