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Architect Tom Weber promises something “subtle, tasteful, meaningful”

MEMORIAL continued from pg.7

cayne Fire-Rescue's experienced para-
medics were just a phone call away.

Evenwally, Lang said, Charlie passed
away, joined not too much later by Eileen.

MNaw, Rob and the rest of the family want
1o give back: they approached Feengy with
an offer to cover the cost of a bench as a
memonial, and Feeney brought the idea 10
his colleagues far input.

During the process, Lang reached out o
local architect Tom Weber, whose The
Weber Studio has worked with the Village
in the past, about designing a memonal.
Weber visited the fire station on several oc-
casions; moved by the camaradene and
dedication of the men and women who
work there, he came up with a concept that
honored not only the Senatores, but the his-
tory of the September 1! terror attacks in
Mew York as well as the Pentagon and

Pennsylvania,

Vision for memorial

Al the May 14 Council meeting, Weber
deseribed his concept for the memorial, ex-
plaining he wanted to do something that
would be “subtle, tasteful and meaningful,"
and fit in well with Lang’s ang the Sena-
tores” suggesied site - a small patch of
areen on the southeast corner the fire sta-
tion, where some firefighters like to sit and
enjoy the outdoors during downtime.

After looking at the site and considering
the theme, Weber suggested a “subtle rep-
resentation” with brick pavers in the shape
of the Pentago, and two 22-feet-tall, 13-
inch-square beams in the center represent-
ing the World Trade Center. “They would
be painted and feel fresh and oew, to re-
member the buildings as they were,” Weber
sand.

Green space in the nuiddle of the bricks
would represent the field in Pennsylvania
where a third plane crashed after passengers
were able to take contral and divert it from

its intended target.

Low landscaping would complete the in-
stallation, and benches would encourage
visitors o sit and contemplate the memonal
and the events il represents — Weber said
he'd like the site to feel like a sanctuary of
50715,

Weber added the project would be a mue
community underiaking:

Along with his studio’s design - which
he completed with the help of fellow archi-
tect Mauricio Salazar Jr. - locals including
CDC Builders owner Jose Ortega, Village
landscaping consultant Mercedes Porcan
and structural engineer Mauricio Salazar Sr.
have offered their assistance, and the ren-
denings of the project were created by Key
Biscayner Jose Silva.

Lang added Key Biscayne firefighters
have offered to belp with the landscaping
and installation of the brick pavers,

He noted, “We think it will be a pawerful
way 1o share a memory = not just for the
firefighters, but for the entire commumgy.”

Council support

Elected leaders were enthused about the
project.

“I love the idea; [ think it's beauriful "
Council member Michael Kelly said; Coun-
cil member Ed London credited Weber with
doing a “beautiful, thoughtful job.”

Kelly did ask if there are any concerns
the vertical beams would look like an un-
finished construction project, and tha
passersby who were not aware of the me-
morial wouldn’t “naturally make the link
thar it's the Twin Towers."

Weber acknowledged the project is “ab-
stract art,” bul said his hope is people who
aren't sure what the sculpture is will be
drawr (o it = and, upon taking a closer lock
at the memonal and reading a plague that
will be instailed at the site, will reflect on
or leamn about the terror attacks

“Hopefully that would bring you to ir,"
be noted, “and it will be a powerful moment
when you're sitting there.”

Council member Michael Davey thinks
that's exactly what will happen.

He called Weber's proposal a “subtle me-
morial” that can stari a conversation with
younger people who did not experience 9-
11 firsthand._ “[ think the future penerations
need 1o ask, ‘What is this?' and ask ques-
tions — that’s when you cap really get into
the story,” he said.

Local leaders witimately threw their
unanimous support behind the 1dea. and
Vice Mayor Mayra Pena Lindsay asked if
there's any way to have the project com-
pleted by this September 11.

Lang szid he's hopeful, noting this fall
also marks the 20" anniversary of the
founding of Key Biscayne Fire-Rescue, so
he would love to honor both oceasions by
debuling the project:

“We're going to push premry hard for
this," Lang told the Council, adding he's
heard from New York City firefighters who
offered to travel 1o the Key to help dedicate
the project. “The idea of trying to achieve
this by Sepiember 11 15 aggressive, but
we'll see if we can pull it oft."

Lang znd Weber promised to keep the
Council posted oo their effors.



